
 

 

 

 

 

Dear reader,  

the SURE Funding Priority is structured into multiple phases to facilitate the efficient 

development and implementation of solutions for sustainable urban regions. After the 

funding announcement in 2017, the 'Initial phase' brought together potential research 

partners from Germany and Southeast Asia. In the following 'Definition phase,' the 

project consortia developed research plans and began data collection and initial actions 

for the 'Research and Development (R&D) phase' activities.  

 

 

During the ‘R&D phase’, which is now coming to an end, concepts and tools were 

developed and tested. If you are interested in a detailed overview of the project 

highlights, significant achievements, impacts and future plans of the SURE projects, 

check-out the brochure ‘SURE Highlights’ (Link). The brochure is showcasing the key 

results achieved over the last five years. Further information about the brochure can be 

found below in the newsletter. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F29624.seu.cleverreach.com%2Fcp%2F57906753%2Fab12813f184b-sxmxe4&data=05%7C02%7Csarah.vogl%40tuv.com%7C1e12f9bd4d0d40a53c7908dda8068018%7C255bd3b384124e31a3ec56916c7ae8c0%7C0%7C0%7C638851468092129572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1e8rsp5jmFSQeijrDtBr8aLe8k%2F%2F1xaWCBsTCX4Je5E%3D&reserved=0


In the second half of 2025, the ‘Implementation phase’ of the SURE Funding Priority will 

begin, and selected SURE projects will receive financial support for the scientific 

monitoring of long-term implementation and upscaling of the solutions they developed. 

Over the next two years, the projects will focus on the practical implementation and 

transfer of the results to other cities or urban regions. 

In this newsletter, you can find out more about the new Publication Series ‘SURE 

Solutions’. All SURE projects contributed to this first publication of the series in the form 

of news, snapshots, activity reports, and research papers. Furthermore, the SURE 

Publication ‘Navigating Urban Development. Learnings from East and Southeast Asia’ is 

ready for preview alongside with the ‘SURE Atlas’ which will become available to all 

projects and handed over at the next BMFTR event. 

  

Enjoy the reading! 

The SURE F&SR Team 

 

  



Publications  

 

Publication Series »SURE Solutions« 

 

The SURE Publication Series ‘SURE Solutions – Sustainable Development of Urban 

Regions’ creates a platform for transdisciplinary and transformative research aimed at 

sustainable urban development in Southeast Asia and China. It examines various 

strategies for achieving sustainable development and innovative implementation methods 

tailored to different local contexts. 

The F&SR Team, in collaboration with the SURE projects, is excited to release its first 

volume, which centres on the theme ‘Transdisciplinary Challenges in Sustainable 

Development of Urban Regions’. This series showcases the latest findings from all SURE-

funded projects, highlighting their fieldwork and analyses. The contributions delve into 

the foundations of project concepts, the successful establishment of multinational 

partnerships, and the specific challenges being addressed. 

 

                     

To attract potential implementation partners, the contributions share engaging project 

narratives that emphasise expected results and impacts. The accompanying editorials 



identify overarching themes from the contributions and outline synergies between 

projects and synthesis activities of the SURE initiative. 

The first volume includes four main sections: 

• Research paper: Articles presenting key questions, theoretical approaches, and 

research findings. 

• Solutions or activity report: Articles highlighting key solutions or outcomes with a 

focus on practical applications. 

• News column: Articles reporting notable activities or achievements. 

• Snapshot: Short articles introducing a key local stakeholder involved in the 

project. 

The publication is primarily in English, with summaries provided in the local languages of 

SURE Project partners, including Thai, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Khmer, Laotian, Burmese, 

and Indonesian. 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for the second volume of SURE Solutions on the topic 'Transfer of Strategies 

and Solutions', which will be published in the second half of 2025! 

 

 

Introducing the Brochure »SURE Highlights — Shaping Sustainable Urban 

Regions« 

The Brochure ‘SURE Highlights — Shaping Sustainable Urban Regions’ is available now! 

This comprehensive resource has been assembled by the F&SR Team in collaboration with 

the SURE projects, showcasing their achievements during the Research and Development 

(R&D) phase (2020-2025). 

The brochure provides concise overviews of each project, highlighting their significant 

achievements, impacts, and future plans. It serves as an essential reference for 

understanding the contributions of these projects to sustainable urban development. In 

addition to project summaries, the brochure includes key information such as selected 

publications, project partners, duration, and the locations where the projects carried out 

their research. 

                                      
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F29624.seu.cleverreach.com%2Fcp%2F57907049%2Fab12813f184b-sxmxe4&data=05%7C02%7Csarah.vogl%40tuv.com%7C1e12f9bd4d0d40a53c7908dda8068018%7C255bd3b384124e31a3ec56916c7ae8c0%7C0%7C0%7C638851468092159519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9aDbB4aMkNkHQf69%2FcWgqYxWyRv4O8e%2BnkfJOq1bgxc%3D&reserved=0


This brochure not only highlights the accomplishments of the SURE projects but also 

aims to inspire further collaboration and innovation in shaping sustainable urban regions. 

We invite you to explore the ‘SURE Highlights’ brochure and discover the impactful work 

being done in the field of sustainable urban development. 

 

 
 

 

Unveiling the new SURE publication  

»Navigating Urban Development. Learnings from East and Southeast Asia« 

The F&SR Team is happy to introduce the SURE Publication ‘Navigating Urban 

Development. Learnings from East and Southeast Asia’. A comprehensive publication 

published by DOM publishers that explores the journey of understanding and sharing 

insights on impact on the ground. It also provides practical examples of how impact can 

be observed, measured, and communicated within the context of sustainable urban 

development. 

The publication presents the ‘REthink Framework’, an innovative, impact-oriented 

monitoring system designed to dynamically adjust to changing circumstances. ‘REthink’ 

consists of two core components: ‘REferences’ (self-set impact goals) and ‘REflection’ (a 

reflective research practice to realign goals as needed). Structured in three parts (Impact 

– the big picture, References – the frame, and Reflection— the practice) the publication 

offers a holistic approach to understanding and implementing sustainable urban 

development. It includes ‘Impact Talks’ that share the experiences of SURE project 

members, providing valuable insights into their journey and achievements. 

Concluding with a final reflection, the publication distils lessons learned around the topics 

Community, Innovation and Planning. It closes with future directions, emphasizing in 

particular the importance of a new culture for transformative urban research. 

 

 
 

 

 

SURE Atlas 1.0 

The F&SR Team has developed the platform 'SURE Atlas' as an interface for the 

synthesised data and knowledge from across the SURE funding priority, aimed at 

enhancing the interaction between the knowledge created through and with all the SURE 

projects. The 'SURE Atlas' is tailored for researchers, practitioners, decision-makers, and 

the general public, improving access to knowledge and fostering cross-connection within 

and beyond the SURE community. 

The core features of the 'SURE Atlas' facilitate a thorough exploration of the SURE 

projects. It includes a cross-sectional analysis of sustainable urban development that 

highlights key performance indicators, transdisciplinary principles, Sustainable 

Development Goals and the innovative products and outcomes across the funding 

initiative. Additionally, the platform offers tools for self-reflection, such as the Reflection 

Toolbox, along with resources for assessing the overall impact of projects through 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F29624.seu.cleverreach.com%2Fcp%2F57906753%2Fab12813f184b-sxmxe4&data=05%7C02%7Csarah.vogl%40tuv.com%7C1e12f9bd4d0d40a53c7908dda8068018%7C255bd3b384124e31a3ec56916c7ae8c0%7C0%7C0%7C638851468092185887%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g%2FDc5BgyzN2iezKJ3UaCo1BXzQhl5uk3TvX%2FnH9gEh8%3D&reserved=0
https://dom-publishers.com/blogs/dom-blog/in-progress-a-book-on-sustainable-urban-transformation


reference materials and playbooks. Users can also explore an interactive stakeholder 

network tool that allows to access and dive in the expertise of researchers, institutions, 

geographic location and projects. 

                                

Overall, the 'SURE Atlas' consolidates essential data and insights, interactively visualising 

progress, showcase outcomes, and demonstrate the collective impact of SURE’s 

collaborative efforts. 

The platform 'SURE Atlas' will be launched in the coming months. 

   

 

 

Events  

 

Recap of the SURE Synergy Workshop 15: »Academic Writing Workshop for 

Young Academics« 

 

On January 23 and 24, the F&SR team organised an intensive two-day scientific writing 

workshop, specifically for young academics. The workshop was conducted by Dr. Andrea 

Sanchini, who guided participants on methods to enhance their writing and organisational 

skills for journal articles and theses. During the workshop participants examined 

strategies to replace unproductive habits with more positive ones and learned how to 

adopt a more effective approach to writing papers. The event encouraged the exchange 

of ideas in small groups. Participants also utilised the ‘SURExCHANGE’ collaborative 



platform to access workshop resources and facilitate communication. Overall, the 

workshop offered a valuable opportunity for attendees to connect with other young 

academics within the SURE community. 

  

Recap of the SURE Synergy Workshop 15:  »Risk Management & Risk 

Reduction« 

On February 28, a Synergy Workshop centred on the SURE Focus Topic of ‘Risk 

Management & Risk Reduction’ took place to further elaborate on the topic. The 

workshop featured three expert presentations on the subject: Prof. Mark Pelling from the 

Department of Risk und Disaster Reduction of the University College London (UCL) 

discussed the shift in focus from merely reducing risks to preventing their emergence. In 

her presentation, Dr. Catarina Camarinhas (Country Programme Manager at United 

Nations Habitat Myanmar), addressed the polycrisis in Myanmar, providing valuable 

insights into the complex challenges the country is facing, particularly regarding the 

consequences of climate change, and introduced the Myanmar Climate Action Network 

platform (M-CAN platform). The third impulse lecture was given by Maria Moleiro Dale, a 

Risk and Resilience Expert at HafenCity University in Hamburg. She shared approaches 

developed in the ARTUR Project aimed at enhancing urban resilience in Ukraine. 

 

Join us at the upcoming ASEOP annual congress in Istanbul 

The F&SR team is happy to announce its participation in the 37th AESOP Annual 

Congress, taking place during July 7-11, 2025, in Istanbul and invites the congress’ 

attendees to join the SURE events at the conference: 

• Presentation ‘Reflective Practice as a Catalyst for Transformative Urban Research’: 

Focus of the presentation by the SURE F&SR team, is their impact-oriented 

monitoring framework Reframe’ developed from practical experiences across 

various projects within the SURE Funding Priority. This framework consists of two 

key components: self-defined references, enabling projects to set their objectives 

as criteria, and a culture of reflection that encourages continuous realignment of 

these objectives based on real-world experiences. 

• Presentation ‘Sustainable Challenges and Solution Pathways: A Meta-Perspective 

on Transdisciplinary Urban Research in Southeast Asia and China’: The SURE F&SR 

team will present the results of a meta-analysis of the last five years of the SURE 

projects aimed to identify recurring problem patterns, solution pathways, and 

innovative tools related to climate adaptation and localized Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDG). The analysis reveals that transdisciplinary methods of 

co-creation, collaboration, and balancing power dynamics can foster meaningful 

dialogue and practical solutions. 

• Presentation ‘Towards a Domain specific Large Language Models (LLM) for 

Sustainable Urban Development: Extracting Research trends and topics from Text 

Data’: The research results presented here belong to a series of experiments 

designed to establish a benchmark methodology to identify topic clusters and 

monitor research trends under the SURE Funding Priority. The presentation 

focuses on the application of an LLM-based methodology to establish a method of 

machine-based extraction of topics based on the analysed case studies. 

https://myanmar-can.com/


• Roundtable discussion ‘Co-Production of Knowledge for Transformative Action’: 

This session will explore the challenges and opportunities of knowledge co-

production in international urban research, focusing on the role of universities in 

fostering collaborative research and partnerships with local communities and 

policymakers. The SURE F&SR Team is looking forward to discuss the topic with 

Anke Hagemann (Urban-Rural Assembly), Wolfgang Scholz (LIRLAP), Binh Minh 

Hoang (GreenCityLabHuế) and Tep Makathy (Build4People). 

  

Take the opportunity to meet us in person and engage in insightful discussions! We are 

looking forward to meeting you there. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          

 

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12694430/

